
Vol. XXVII, n. 5, 2006 ISSN:  0392-2936

european journal
of

gynaecological oncology
an International Journal

Editors-in-Chief
A. Onnis P. Bó́sze
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General Information

The EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF GYNAECOLOGICAL ONCOLOGY (ISSN 0392-2936) publishes original peer reviewed work,
preferably brief reports, in the fields of female genital cancers and related subjects – prevention, early detection, epidemiology,
pathology, diagnosis, management – and also proceedings of Gynaecologic Oncology Society meetings all over the world.

The Journal is covered by CURRENT CONTENTS, SCISEARCH, RESEARCH ALERT, INDEX MEDICUS, MEDLINE,
EMBASE/Excerpta Medica, CURRENT ADVANCES IN CANCER RESEARCH, BIOSIS.

AIMS AND SCOPE
The EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF GYNAECOLOGICAL ONCOLOGY is dedicated to publishing editorial articles in the “Distin-

guished Expert Series” and original research papers, case reports, letters to the Editor, book reviews and newsletters.
The Journal was founded in 1980 – the second gynaecologic oncology hyperspecialization journal in the world. Its aim is the dif-

fusion of scientific, clinical and practical progress and knowledge in female neoplastic diseases in an interdisciplinary approach among
gynaecologists, oncologists, radiotherapists, surgeons, chemotherapists, pathologists, epidemiologists and so on.

ANNOUNCEMENTS regarding meetings, postgraduate courses and symposia will be accepted six months before publication and
will be published free of charge.

BOOK SAMPLES for review should be sent to the Editorial offices in Montréal or in Padova.

COPYRIGHT: the Journal has been registered with the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc. Reproductions are not allowed without
the written consent of the Publisher. All photocopy fees should be paid to the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., 21 Congress Street,
Salem, MA 01970, USA stating the ISSN number, the volume and the first and last page numbers of each article copied.

ADVERTISING INFORMATION: advertising orders and inquiries may be sent to: I.R.O.G. CANADA Inc., Publisher, 
4900 Côte St. Luc, Apt. 212, Montréal (Quebec) Canada H3W 2HS, Tél. 514.4893242-4893640, Fax 514.4854513,
E-mail: canlux@mgroup-online.com - www.irog.net

RESPONSIBILITY: although every effort is made by the editorial staff and the printer to eliminate misleading or inaccurate infor-
mation, the publisher accepts no responsibility for the consequences of faultful or incorrect information. The authors recognize that
the editor and publisher have no responsibility and are indemnified against any liability or claim that may result from the publication
of misleading or incorrect data.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
The Journal is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July, September and November); one volume per year. Subscriptions

start from January and are automatically renewed if not cancelled by the end of September.
Subscriptions include six issues per year plus supplements, monographs and all official communications of Meetings, Courses,

Symposia and all scientific activities of Gynaecologic Oncology Societies all over the world.
Subscriptions are entered with prepayment only. The annual subscription is $390 US for Institutions, $200 US for Individuals.

For airmail add $30, for receipt add $10 US. Single copy prepaid cost $95 US.
Send subscription requests with cheque or credit card payment (Amex - Visa - Diner’s - Master Card) to I.R.O.G. CANADA Inc.,

4900 Côte St. Luc, Apt. 212, Montréal, Québec H3W 2H3 Canada. Only US Funds are accepted. No bank transfers.
Claims for missing issues can be honoured up to six months. Changes of address: allow six weeks for all changes to become effec-

tive. All communications should include both old and new addresses (with postal codes) – better if accompanied by a mailing label
from a recent issue – and should be sent to the printer: La Garangola, Via E. Dalla Costa 6, 35129 Padova (Italy) or by Fax
+39.049.7806580. Claims should be made within six months of publication date. 

Duplicate copies will not be sent to replace those undelivered through failure to notify of change of address.
Single copies and back issue and volume information is available from the printer, La Garangola, Padova, Tel. +39.049.8075557,

Fax +39.049.7806580. Certain back issues may only be available as photocopies of the originals.
All other business correspondence including orders for offprints and advertising space and any communication and requests

should be addressed to I.R.O.G. CANADA Inc., 4900 Côte St. Luc, Apt. 212, MONTRÉAL, QUÉBEC H3W 2H3 (Canada),
tel. (514) 4893242, fax (514) 4854513.

IN ALL LEGAL MATTERS THE COURT OF MONTREAL IS COMPETENT.

Cover figure: HUNDERTWASSER - work n. 78 Hommes from Exposition itinerante “L’Autriche présente Hundertwasser aux continents”,
by kind concession of Gruener Janura AG Editions
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Instructions to Authors
SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS

Papers should be submitted to A. ONNIS Editor-in-Chief of the EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF GYNAECOLOGICAL ONCOLOGY,
4900 Côte St. Luc, Apt. 212 MONTREAL, QUÉBEC H3W 2H3 (Canada) - Tel. +514-4893242 - Fax +514-4854513, or Galleria Sto-
rione 2/A - 35123 PADOVA (Italy) - Fax +39-049-8752018.

Editorial articles for publication in the “Distinguished Expert Series” should be submitted to P. Bó́ sze, Editor-in-Chief of this
section, Department of Gynecology, Saint Stephan Hospital, 1096 Budapest, Nagyvárad tér 1, Telephone (36-1) 275 2172, Fax (36-1)
275 2172, E-mail: bosze@axelero.hu

When a manuscript is submitted, an acknowledgement card is sent to the corresponding author within two or three weeks.
Submitted papers are reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief and his Peer Referees. Authors may be required to modify the manuscript

according to the reviewers’ suggestions.
Manuscripts accepted for publication will be copyedited by the editorial staff for typographical and grammatical mistakes and

to guarantee clarity and conciseness.
Publication time will be the shortest possible based on scientific and publishing needs. Manuscripts submitted for publi-

cation cannot be returned.
Published papers will become property of the Journal and copyrighted under I.R.O.G. CANADA Inc.
After six months no grievances will be accepted regarding published articles.
All statements are the responsibility of the authors. Product dosages, indications and methods referred to in the papers reflect the

author’s experience. No responsibility is assumed by the Editor-in-Chief or the Publisher for any damage from use of any products,
operation methods or instructions contained in the published materials.

Trade names, trademarks, etc. are protected by the law and regulations. The Editor-in-Chief and the Publisher cannot accept any
legal responsibility for any errors or omissions that may be made in press, particularly for information about drug dosage and appli-
cation thereof contained in the Journal. Consult the prescribing information before administering any drug.

MANUSCRIPT REQUIREMENTS
The Journal follows the “Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals” published in the New England

Journal of Medicine 1991, 324, 424-8 and in the British Medical Journal 1991, 302.
Three manuscripts typed and double spaced should be submitted by mail (not by email) with an electronic disk, formatted in Word

for Macintosh or Windows, version 6.0. Manuscripts without an electronic disk will not be accepted. A cover letter signed by all
authors must state that all authors who have participated in the work take responsibility for the manuscript which has never
been published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Without a cover letter the publication will not be possible. Name, address and
phone/fax numbers of the Corresponding Author, responsible for revision and approval of the proofs, should be indicated. Full-length
articles should not exceed 8 printed pages including tables and references.

After the title page (full title and names of authors, institutions, eventual acknowledgement for financial support, running title of
no more than 60 characters or spaces), original works should be arranged in the conventional order: Summary (purpose of investiga-
tion, methods, results, conclusion - about 150 words), Key words, Content (a 20-word summary), Introduction, Materials and
Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion, Acknowledgement (if any), References, Tables, Legends.

Authors should supply a complete address for reprint requests.
In the text only standard abbreviations can be used and must be avoided in the title. The full term for which an abbreviation stands

should precede its first use in the summary and text unless it is a standard unit of measurement.
Authors must give their complete professional identifications and affiliations, including all academic titles and positions.
Letters to the editor should be brief (500 words or less) and offer objective, constructive and educational criticism of published

material. The editor reserves the right to publish.
Figures: Two original copies (not negatives) of each figure are requested. Each figure should have a label on the back indicating its

number, author’s name and top of the figure. Do not write on the back of the figures and do not mount them on cardboard. If sending
colour pictures advise if they must be printed in colour or black and white (colour costs ten times more).

Legends should be typed on a separate page with Arabic numerals corresponding to the illustrations.
Tables should be titled, typed in double space on separate pages and numbered in Arabic numerals in the order of their first cita-

tion in the text. Do not use internal rules. Only standard, universally understood abbreviations should be used.
References should be numbered consecutively in the order in which they are first mentioned in the text. Identify references

in the text, tables, and legends by Arabic numerals in parentheses.
Use the style of the examples below, which are based with slight modifications on the format used by the U.S. National Library

of Medicine in Index Medicus. The titles of journals should be abbreviated according to the style used in Index Medicus.
References must be verified by the Author(s) against the original documents.
Examples of correct forms of references are given below:
Articles in Journals: Authors’ surname and initials (if more than six names, give six followed by “et al.”), Title, Abbreviated

Journal Title, Year of Publication, Volume, Issue and first page.
Books: Authors’ surname and initials, title of the book and title of chapter, in: Title, Editor(s), Place, Publisher, Year, Page.
Acknowledgments will be limited to appropriate professionals who were contributors to the paper.

PROOFS revised by the editorial staff will be sent to the corresponding author and should be checked and returned within ten days.
The corresponding author is responsible for detecting typesetting errors. After this deadline the proofs will be considered approved.
Only essential corrections should be made; extensive changes will be charged to the authors.

BUSINESS MATTERS
The Journal has no commercial advertisements. 
Authors will be expected to contribute to the printing expenses, tables, figures and postage. For every published article a copy

of the Journal will be provided free of charge. Only payments in US dollars will be accepted. No bank transfers.
Reprints should be requested with the form enclosed with the acceptance letter. No free reprints will be supplied. to have discounts

on additional pages and on reprints over the 25 provided free of charge. When the work is sent the Author needs to specify that he is
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Ovulatory failure, fertility preservation and reproductive strategies in the setting of gynecologic and
non-gynecologic malignancies

K.S. Tewari, P.J. Di Saia - Orange, CA, USA
In this review several aspects regarding the controversies about unsolved aspects of the sentinel node biopsy in breast cancer
are discussed

Number and distribution of pelvic lymph nodes and effect of surgical pathologic factors on pelvic lymph
node status in patients with early-stage cervical carcinoma treated with radical hysterectomy and pelvic
lymph node dissection

B. Piura, A. Rabinovich, M. Friger - Beer-Sheva, ISRAEL
In surgically treated cervical carcinoma cases the mean number of removed pelvic nodes per patient was 26.6. Positive nodes
were found in 30.7% of the patients with a mean of 3.4 positive nodes per patient. Positive lymph vascular space invasion was
the strongest predictor of positive pelvic lymph nodes.

Do risk factors for epithelial ovarian cancer have an impact on prognosis? Focus on previous pelvic
surgery and reproductive variables

A. Kjærbye-Thygesen, K. Frederiksen, E.V. Høgdall, C.K. Høgdall, J. Blaakær, S. Krüger Kjær - Aarhus,
DENMARK
Previous pelvic surgery and increasing number of lifetime ovulation-years were associated with respectively improved and
decreased survival of patients with epithelial ovarian cancer Stage III.

Telomerase activity and the subunit of telomerase in hydatidiform mole and their relationship with the
development of postmolar tumor

F. Wang, H. Huang, X. Kang, B. Chen, Y. Li - Zhanjiang, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
For gestational trophoblastic diseases telomerase activity is associated with serum hCG levels but is not related to other clinical
risk factors.

Influence of diabetes mellitus and nodal distribution in endometrial cancer and correlation to clinico-
pathological prognostic factors

E. Steiner, M. Schmidt, W. Weikel, H. Koelbl - Ludwigshafen, GERMANY
The relationships between the distribution of nodal disease, clinico-pathological patterns and recurrence and survival in surgi-
cally staged cases of endometrial cancer are described.

Prognostic significance of fascin expression in endometrioid carcinoma
S. Kabukcuoglu, U. Oner, S.S. Ozalp, E. Dundar, O.T. Yalcin, E. Colak - Eskisehir, TURKEY
The dynamic role of actin bundling protein fascin in generating and maintaining endometrial neoplasms is considered.

Preoperative diagnosis of 221 consecutive ovarian masses: scoring system and expert evaluation
C. Romagnolo, G. Trivella, M. Bonacina, M. Fornalè, T. Maggino, E. Ferrazzi - Milan, ITALY
In the diagnosis of pelvic masses, an easy sonographic descriptive scoring system is not significantly lower in accuracy than
the expertise achieved by a gynaecologist with sonographic skills.

Expression of the epidermal growth factor system in endometrial cancer after adjuvant tamoxifen treat-
ment for breast cancer

G. Androutsopoulos, G. Adonakis, M. Gkermpesi, P. Gkogkos, P. Ravazoula, G. Kourounis - Rion, GREECE
Endometrial cancer after tamoxifen treatment: a clinicopathologic study.

Analysis of the relationship between cancer procoagulant activity and PCNA and Ki-67 expression in
cases of common and cellular uterine leiomyomas

Slawomir D. Szajda, Marcin Jóźwik, Mariola Sulkowska, Ewa Chabielska, Stanislaw Sulkowski, Maciej
Jóźwik - Bialystok, POLAND
Cellular leiomyomas do not differ in the serum or the intratumor CP activity from common leiomyomas, whereas there is a
relationship of intratumor CP activity with PCNA expression.
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CD24 expression is a poor prognostic marker in endometrial carcinoma
N. Karahan, M. Güney, B. Oral, N. Kapucuoglu, T. Mungan - Isparta, TURKEY
CD24 expression in endometrial carcinoma as detected by immunohistochemistry might be a new marker for a more aggres-
sive endometrial cancer biology.

Endometrial carcinoma and diabetes revisited
N. Papanas, A. Giatromanolaki, G. Galazios, E. Maltezos, E. Sivridis - Alexandroupolis, GREECE
Diabetic patients with endometrial carcinoma do not differ from non-diabetic patients in tumor characteristics, clinical risk fac-
tors and survival.

Malignant mixed Müllerian tumor with heterologous component arising in the fallopian tube - a case
report

G. Hudelist, K. Unterrieder, O. Kandolf, G. Alpi, S. Pucher, G. Pollak, K. Czerwenka, J. Keckstein -
Vienna, AUSTRIA
Primary malignant mixed Müllerian tumors (MMMT) of the fallopian tube are extreme rarities in gynecologic oncology. A
case of FIGO Stage II primary fallopian MMMT with heterologous tumor portion is reported.

A new approach to treatment of early-stage cervical carcinoma: entire laparoscopic abdominal radical
hysterectomy with bilateral pelvic lymphadenectomy without vaginal cuff closure - case reports

B. Sert, V.M. Abeler, A. Dørum, C.G. Trope - Oslo, NORWAY
A new technique of laparoscopic radical hysterectomy without vaginal cuff closure is described.

Gorlin syndrome associated with basal cell carcinoma of the vulva: A case report
M. Giuliani, L. Di Stefano, G. Zoccali, E. Angelone, P. Leocata, G. Mascaretti - L’Aquila, ITALY
Gorlin syndrome, linked to PTCH gene mutation, can be transmited by parents or can occur spontaneously.

Refractory metastatic choriocarcinoma treated surgically with polychemotherapy - case report
M. Petronijevic, S. Vrzic-Petronijevic, V. Boskovic, D. Bratic, Lj. Vicovac, M. Bozic - Zemun, SERBIA AND

MONTENEGRO
The course of treatment of refractory metastatic choriocarcinoma treated surgically and with polychemotherapy is presented.

Fallopian tube carcinoma: incidental finding during surgery for acute pelvic inflammatory disease - case
report

F. Puig, M. Lapresta, A. Lanzon, R. Crespo - Zaragoza, SPAIN
The symptoms of fallopian tube carcinoma are non-specific and often result in misdiagnoses that can lead to delays in treat-
ment.

Management of a case of primary vaginal cancer with irreducible massive uterine prolapse - a case
report

A. Karateke, S. Tugrul, Y. Yakut, A. Gürbüz, C. Çam - Istanbul, TURKEY
Management of the case of a woman with a huge irreducible uterovaginal prolapse and Stage II vaginal carcinoma is presented.

Robotic-assisted laparoscopic radical hysterectomy (Piver type III) with pelvic node dissection - case
report

B.M. Sert, V.M. Abeler - Oslo, NORWAY
The first robotic-assisted radical hysterectomy (Piver type III) and bilateral pelvic lymph node dissection for Stage Ib1 cervical
carcinoma are described.

Incidental finding of a malignant peritoneal mesothelioma in an inguinal hernia sac: Report of a case
P. Chatzipantelis, E. Kairi-Vassilatou, V. Smyrniotis, A. Pafiti - Athens, GREECE
Clinicopathological presentation of a malignant peritoneal mesothelioma in an inguinal hernia sac with emphasis on the differ-
ential diagnosis with other malignancies.
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Squamous cell carcinoma arising in a mature cystic teratoma of the ovary with synchronous invasive
lobular breast cancer: case report

G.M. Filippakis, E.E. Lagoudianakis, M. Genetzakis, P. Antonakis, A. Papadima, A. Boussiotou, 
V. Katergiannakis, A. Manouras - Athens, GREECE
The first report in the literature of a simultaneously occurring squamous cell carcinoma airising in a mature cystic teratoma and
invasive lobular carcinoma of the breast is presented.
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ERRATA - CORRIGE

Impact of morbid obesity in surgical management of endometrial cancer: surgical morbidity, clinical and
pathological aspects - S. Erkanli1, F. Kayaselçuk2, T. Bagis1, E. Kuşçu1 - Adana, TURKEY
1Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 2Department of Pathology, Adana (Turkey)

Vol. XXVII, n. 4, 2006, page 401

Errata: 1Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 2Department of Pathology, Adana (Turkey)

Corrige: 1Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 2Department of Pathology, Baskent University School of Medicine, Adana (Turkey)

Erratum: A paper by D.C. Dale published in the EJGO 2004, 25, 133-144 entitled “The benefits of haematopoietic
growth factors in the management of gynaecological oncology” inadvertently omitted an acknowledgement of editori-
al assistance of Jackie Williams from Gardiner-Caldwell Communications and whose services were paid for by Amgen
Europe.
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