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Progestins and risk of breast cancer. Much ado about nothing?
A. Gorins - Paris, FRANCE
A very small increased risk of breast cancer with estrogen therapy has been shown; however bias are often present. It has not been
clearly demonstrated that the adjunction of progestin to estrogen significantly increases the risk, nor that it brings about a
protective effect. Some recent works seem to indicate that continuous estroprogestin replacement therapy might be deleterious,
while a sequential regimen would not be. This is to be confirmed. The data and conclusions of the medical literature should be
interpreted very cautiously.

The current status of HPV DNA testing
N. J. Agnantis, A. Sotiriadis, E. Paraskevaidis - Ioannina, GREECE
HPV testing may be useful in certain cases of screening, in a triage of women with ASCUS and in post-treatment surveillance of
women with CIN.

How to avoid the uncertainties of intraoperative examination of the sentinel lymph node in breast cancer?
Y. Aubard, J. Mollard, V. Fermeaux - Limoges, FRANCE
A new strategy for the detection of a sentinel lymph node (SLN) under local anaesthesia (SLNLA) before tumorectomy is proposed.
This avoids any second operation for axillary lymphadenectomy and a wrongful lymphadenectomy in cases of false positives.

Methylation: A second hit in the two-hit hypothesis
J. P. Geisler, J. A. Rathe, K. J. Manahan, H. E. Geisler - Indianapolis, IN (USA)
Methylation of one BRCA1 allele may serve as the second hit in a patient with a diploid locus and missense mutation on the other
allele.

Cancer of the cervix with endometrial extension treated by radiotherapy: A retrospective case-control
study

F. L. Ampil, G. Caldito, J. B. Unger - Louisiana, USA
The prognosis of cancer of the cervix is linked to tumor stage. A case-control retrospective study showed a worse prognosis in
patients with endometrial extension of cervical cancer.

Development of an evidence-based algorithm for the management of cervical cancer
M. C. Shaw, C. D. A. Wolfe, O. Devaja, K. S. Raju - London, UK
The development of an algorithm for cervical cancer management and the level of supporting primary research evidence are described.

High-risk human papillomavirus type does not predict grade of cervical intraepithelial neoplasia
M. F. Evans, S. L. Mount, P. M. Vacek, K. Cooper - Burlington, VT (USA)
Predicting CIN grade on the basis of HPV testing following smear diagnosis may be improved by redefining the “high-risk” HPV
type classification.

Successful treatment with weekly paclitaxel in a patient with recurrent endometrial cancer. A case report
S-J Chang, T-C Chen, T-Y Wang, C-Y Hsu, H-S Chen, Y-C Yang - Taipei, TAIWAN
A case of recurrent endometrial cancer is reported. The patient responded well to weekly paclitaxel, as demonstrated by serial
power Doppler angiography.

Laparoscopic gonadectomy in a case of a dicentric fluorescent Y-chromosome mosaicism with Turner-like
phenotype and virilized external genitalia

K. Takeuchi, S. Oomori, N. Oda, S. Takekida, H. Kondo, T. Maruo - Kakogawa, JAPAN
Laparoscopic gonadectomy was performed in a case of a dicentric fluorescent Y-chromosome mosaicism with Turner-like phe-
notype and virilized external genitalia.

345

351

357

361

362

365

373

377

379

Contents European Journal of Gynaecological Oncology - Vol. XXIV, n. 5, 2003

EDITORIAL ARTICLE

ORIGINAL ARTICLES

DISTINGUISHED EXPERT SERIES



Endometrial cancer: factors affecting survival
R. Labastida, S. Dexeus, R. Fábregas, F. Tresserra, A. Fernández - Barcelona, SPAIN
Lack of myometrial invasion, negative lymph nodes and age under 60 are significant predicting factors of survival in endometrial
cancer.

Primary squamous cell carcinoma of the breast
K. Brack, P. C. G. I. Ramaekers, W. A. A. Tjalma - Edegem, BELGIUM

Primary squamous cell carcinoma of the breast is a rare variant of a metaplastic carcinoma. The treatment approach of this rare
disease is discussed.

Identification of the sentinel lymph node stained with blue dye in breast cancer patients
A. C. Rufino, F. F. Baracat, A. P. Madeiro, U. G. Lippi - São Paulo, BRAZIL

The use of blue dye in sentinel lymphadenectomy of breast cancer cases offers adequate identification of sentinel lymph nodes,
though it does not determine accurate staging.

Laparoscopically assisted modified radical vaginal hysterectomy (type II) with pelvic lymphadenectomy:
ultrasonic operative technique

Z. Holub, J. Lukáč, L. Kliment, Š. Urbánek - Kladno, CZECH REPUBLIC

In five cases the surgical treatment of early cervical cancer was successfully performed using an ultrasonic operative technique
during the laparoscopic phase of laparoscopically assisted radical vaginal hysterectomy type II and pelvic lymphadenectomy.

Laparoscopic surgery in treatment of Stage IIb cervical cancer after neoadjuvant chemotherapy. A case
report and review of the literature

M. Malzoni, V. Spina, G. Perniola, V. Aleandri, B. Mossa, T. Iuele, F. Imperato - Rome, ITALY
Laparoscopic radical hysterectomy potentially allows for decreased perioperative morbidity and blood loss, faster recovery and
better cosmetic results. Large studies with long-term follow-up are needed to confirm that this approach may be proposed as an
alternative to conventional surgery.

Pelvic and paraaortic lymph node metastasis in clinical Stage I endometrial adenocarcinoma: an analysis
of 58 consecutive cases

M. Özsoy, S. Dilek, D. Ozsoy - Isparta, TURKEY
A complete lymphadenectomy was done in 58 consecutive cases of clinical Stage I endometrial adenocarcinomas in order to de-
termine the real stages of the cases.

Pelvic inflammatory disease is a risk factor for cervical cancer
J. Skapinyecz, I. Smid, A. Horváth, Cs. Jeney, L. Kardos, P. Kovács - Budapest and Debrecen, HUNGARY
Higher prevalence of human papillomavirus in patients with pelvic inflammatory disease suggests that this disease means a risk
for cervical cancer.

Is pretreatment hemoglobin level a predictor of complete response to salvage chemotherapy for recurrent
platinum-pretreated ovarian carcinoma?

A. Gadducci, S. Cosio, A. Fanucchi, L. Tanganelli, P. F. Conte, R. Cristofani, A. R. Genazzani - Pisa, ITALY
Baseline hemoglobin level is an independent predictor of complete response to salvage chemotherapy in patients with recurrent
platinum-pretreated ovarian carcinoma.

The relationship between expression of p53/bcl-2 and clinicopathological criteria in cervix squamous cell
carcinomas

M. Bitiren, E. A. Cakmak, A. Gocmen, S. S. Inaloz, I. Sari, M. Karakok, A. Aydin - Gaziantep, TURKEY
A decrease in bcl-2 reactivity and an increase in p53 positive staining were noted as the histological differentiation worsened.

The importance of fine needle aspiration biopsy and sonographic evaluation of parametria in cervical can-
cer

K. Cendrowski, W. Sawicki, B. Śpiewankiewicz, J. Stelmachów - Warsaw, POLAND
Fine needle aspiration biopsy (FNAB) and transvaginal ultrasonography (TVS) are very useful methods in preoperative assess-
ment of the parametria in cervical cancer. Correct staging qualification, especially evaluation of the parametria is very important
in choosing of adequate method of treatment.

Prognostic value of matrix metalloproteinase-9 (gelatinase-B) expression in epithelial ovarian tumors
S. Ozalp, H. M. Tanir, O. T. Yalcin, S. Kabukcuoglu, U. Oner, M. Uray - Eskisehir, TURKEY
Stromal but not epithelial matrix metalloproteinase (MMP-9) expression predicts poor survival in epithelial ovarian cancer.

Adjuvant chemotherapy following surgery in the management of uterine sarcomas
A. Szánthó, J. Bálega, I. Szabó, A. Demeter, N. Sipos, Z. Csapó, Z. Papp - Budapest, HUNGARY
Adjuvant chemotherapy according to the CYVADIC-protocol for uterine sarcoma patients gave an overall median time to pro-
gression of 22.14 months and good results for the patients with lung metastases.
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Microvessel density as a prognostic factor in preinvasive and invasive cervical lesions
S. Ozalp, O. T. Yalcin, U. Oner, H. M. Tanir, M. Acikalin, I. Sarac - Eskisehir, TURKEY
Microvessel density, a marker for angiogenesis that is involved in the development of cervical neoplasms, may be used as a pro-
gnostic factor.

Ovarian fibroma: our experience of 34 cases
G. Gargano, M. De Lena, F. Zito, G. Fanizza, V. Mattioli, F. Schittulli - Bari, ITALY
This retrospective study examines the percentage of ovarian fibromas found in the Division of Pathology Oncology Institute of
Bari from January 1994 to December 2001.

Failure of sentinel node identification following neo-adjuvant chemo-radiotherapy for locally advanced
squamous cell carcinoma of the vulva

H. Levavi, G. Sabah, R. Hardoff, C. Koren, H. Gutman - Petah Tiqva and Ramat Aviv, ISRAEL
Lymphoscintigraphy + dye - sentinel node detection in neo-adjuvant chemo-radiotherapy vulvar cancer failed due to irradiation
damage to lymph channels.

A case of adenocarcinoma of the endometrial type mixed with a clear cell component that metastasized to
the vagina

Y. Yokoyama, A. Sakamoto, M. Umemoto, M. Futagami, T. Sakamoto, H. Maruyama, S. Sato,
H. Mizunuma - Hirosaki, JAPAN
A rare case of endometrial-type adenocarcinoma mixed with a clear cell component that metastasized to the vagina is
presented.

Clear cell ovarian carcinoma in a pregnant woman with a history of infertility, endometriosis and unsuc-
cessful IVF treatment

G. Makrydimas, A. Sotiriadis, E. Paraskevaidis, N. Pavlidis, N. Agnantis, D. Lolis - Ioannina, GREECE

A case of a 37-year-old pregnant woman with clear cell ovarian carcinoma and a history of infertility, endometriosis and IVF is
presented.

Sclerosing stromal tumor of the ovary: A case report
E. Kuscu, M. Oktem, H. Karahan, B. Bilezikci, B. Demirhan - Ankara, TURKEY
A 34-year-old woman presented with hirsutism, oligomenorrhea of three months’ duration, and a palpable right adnexal mass. At
surgery the mass was found to originate from the left ovary. Left oophorectomy was performed, and the lesion was identified as
a sclerosing stromal tumor of the ovary.

A ruptured ovarian endometrioma mimicking ovarian malignancy: case report
A. Göçmen, M. Karaca, M. Tarakçioğlu - Gaziantep, TURKEY
A case of ruptured ovarian endometrioma thought to be a malignant ovarian tumor because of extremely high CA 125 levels is
presented.

Clitoromegaly in type 2 neurofibromatosis: A case report and review of the literature
H. Yüksel, A. R. Odabaşi, S. Kafkas, E. Onur, M. Turgut - Aydın, TURKEY

To our knowledge this is the first case report of clitoromegaly with type 2 neurofibromatosis in the English literature.
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